HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY

SETTIN HANEON PHOTOS, GLO GAZETTE

Wason Ciy hockey player Kefien Kantarks prepares for a faceofl with Siou Cty's Ryam isedouis during 2 game on Jan. 71

LAYING THE FOUNDATION

Mohawks open
state furnament
today in Des Moines
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The Mason Cly WMobswls ar-
't fowbing any prossurs o (hey
prepare for Ebe Midwest High
Schoal Mockey Leagse's sea-
w-end legrmamint.  Masom
City Is the six seed in the elght -
Lzarm bracket.

The Mohawks will take on
the third-sesdid Oanmaha Jemior
Laneers m i3 first s of The
skagie clininaton cvend. Masi
ity ars] Chrnaban firviahis] the pegt -
nlar seson wit 3 aml 51 slam]
I pskimit s, respactively,

= T ouare, Bel sy
Cliy hiad coach PK, O'1landisy
saiid. “ Like. the otber tmame have
seane pressure because they'e
sappose] bo win, 'We're fust e
small-town Mason City guys.
Wieve fusd gt bo knock Uhiem off.
I we cam oy Kbt or it we "l e
We're definitcly going fo g0 try™

Masom City I3 ane of the
bwa srmallest towna to host an
MILTSHL Eeam. Fremomi, Ne-
braskea, which has 3 pogrilation of
about 28,00, alwo has 2 sqasd.
Har! thar Flyers placal las is i
Desagenime i mcd el in™ aqualilly Hise e

Thoe Mo Sy MoRuawicd Joid Sican Oty Metres Taght ol B il
drieg 4 game on k. 71

1012~ 15 postergson,

Thae hpharwics besied sramber
aof teams from Lerger enarkets on
thelr way to the playaffs. Mason
City fmished ahead of the Cedar
Rapilds RonghRiders, Qnad City
lues, Waterloo ‘Warrions, fumes
Uyelnees ard Des Moires Cape
wtalx

The top theee soeds in this
yoar's leairrasnonl ere  fromm
1he three Lergest markeds in the
MHSHL = Fansas City, Des
Momed and Cmaha.

Yo kerw, we'ne bving o
e ot prreygemn Dot Heoin Vhie
litthe gove o up” O Halley

skl “Pud A% going lo laka some
time for members and skill 1o
eateh ep with some of the oqber
miarkets. Bt Fhelimve we'ne Liy-
g & foundation L, peshaps,
there's adirection and belef {hat
wor can gek ibere)”

(FHamlloys  souuad  spent
manch of the sesem in e hunt
for the playodls, beotering be
Pwern Toertly and cighith place,
Five of the MIISIIL's 15 tears
doe't pecedve postseason berths.

The Mohawks fours] 2 way Lo
e i b the seasor-end los
e i bl niany theatrics.
Ml ity firsishesd scvon polnts

iclear of the mnkh-plioe Bhes —
& tesms that missed out an the
playodla by twe paints.

“N%  cobrenscly  prideful ®
O Flandley sald, "You mow, |
think the group should bo ox-
tremsely prideful. [ belleve, you
kenirw, st bvin can huapwen, Bl
1 Ehimk e y feed really good aboul
\Bsernsnives going nto ths, Thoy

*  know thal our wwiags wore, sl

times, Large. We 'd pliry realby well
sl (hen have kind of @ stisker,
Perhaps, we'ne s a polint where
mayhe we've found a Hitle meee
eoplatmey”

Mason Ciby has played Omaha
twrhen this seavon ard auffered
biweses [t by Lrmaes, The Miohawls
played alwo- game serkes sgenst
b e Lamesy and weese gut -
wevared, -5,

hason Cley lacod Crmaha fust
vt [wa weeks aga, The Ma-
i are hoping tonse their fa-
miiarity with the fandor Lemcers
o ihis advaiiage.

“They hawe & good feam”
O Hanlbry wmkl. “They'ro fast,
they Bave o big fcamn, play w
physical game. We wenl ovor
ibeee, ansd Twould say there weey
moments in bath pames where
our players felt we plaved well
emough o wim, Iud maybe oar

- Achilles* bevl b we didn®t play
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Mohawks

From B1

long enough with them, and
for whatever reason, got de-
railed.”

O'Handley added the top
teams in the MIISIIL set
themselves apart from the
others with top-tier goalten-
ding, and the Junior Lancer
are no exception.

Omaha has let up just over
two goals per game and regis-
tered two shutouts this yvear.

Mason City has put up 3.6
goals per contest this season.
Omaha has put the puck in
the back of the net 135 times
in 2022-23.

The Mohawks' goalkeepers
have struggled, at times, this
year.

Chandler Radcliffe and
Zane Redfern have a combined

16-15 record. Radeliffeis 12-4
with a 90 save percentage, and
Redfern went 4-7, blocking
819% of the shots he faced.

The Mohawks' quarterfi-
nal game against the Lancers
will begin at 1:45 p.m. in the
MidAmerican Energy Rec-
Plex in Des Moines.

With a win over Omaha,
Mason City would play ei-
ther No. 2 Des Moines or No.
7 Dubugue in the semifinals

at 1:30 p.m. Saturday.

“They've carned the right
to be in the three spot, and
we've earned the right to be
in the six spot,” O'Handley
said of Friday's game. “So,
we're going in as the un-
derdog, and rightfully so.
But you know, anything can
happen now. Hopefully, our
guys are in a good spot that
we have a better understand-
ing of what's needed.”




